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World  hog  numbers,  continiiing  their  steady  climb  frcxn  the  low  levels  immedi- 
ately following  World  War  II,  rose  2  percent  or  10.8  million  head  during  1957, 
to  reach  386  million  head.    As  usual,  the  gains  were  \mevenly  distributed; 
some  areas  showed  sharp  increases,  while  nimibers  remained  constant  or  declined 
in  others. 

Numbers  rose  9  percent  (3»5  million  head)  in  the  U.S.S.R.    Western  Europe 
showed  a  5  percent  (2.6  million  head)  increase,  and  Eastern  European  numbers 
rose  3  percent  (1.2  million  head),  to  give  a  total  European  rise  of  4  percent. 
In  North  America,  South  America,  Africa,  and  Asia,  numbers  rose  1  percent  in 
1957-    Hog  numbers  in  Oceania  dropped  6  percent  (O.l  million  head). 


NUMBER  OF  HOGS  in  relation  to 

NUMBER  OF  PEOPLE 

IN  MAJOR  WORLD  AREAS 

Each  Symbo/=50  Hogs  Per  ],000  Persons 


South 
America 

Eastern 
Europe 

North 
America 

Western 
Europe 

Oceania 

'^l^lt  Persons 

SOUTH  AMERICA  352 

U.  S.  S.  R. 

EASTERN  EUROPE   322 

Asia 

1^^^^   138 

Africa 

4^                                               WORLD  AVERAGE   135 

Hogs  in  the  U.S.S.R.  increased  by  55 
percent  (15.6  million  head),  compared 
with  the  1951-55  average.    There  was  a 
22  percent  rise  (9»3  million  head)  in 
South  America,  20  percent  (7.2  millicn 
head)  in  Eastern  Europe,  15  percent 
(7.5  million  head)  in  Western  Europe, 
l4  percent  (I.6  mill  ion  head)  in 
Oceania,  and  6  percent  (0.2  million 
head)  in  Africa.    Nimibers  dropped  from 
the  1951-55  aversige  by  1  percent  (0.6 
million  head)  in  North  America  and  by 
3  percent  (3.^  mill  ion  head)  in  Asia. 

Hogs  are  the  most  productive  of  Isirge 
meat  animals  and  aire  ususilly  associated 
with  a  mature,  intensive  agriculture. 
Thus,  the  heaviest  concentrations  are 
in  Asia,  Europe,  and  North  America. 
Not  being  adapted  to  an  extensive  type 
of  agriculture,  as  are  cattle  and  shee© 
hogs  are  not  found  in  large  numbers  in 
important  range  areas,  such  as  the  panrpas 
of  the  River  Plate  area,  the  veldt  of 


South  Africa,  and  the  outback  of  AustreLLia.    However,  when  the  grasslands  axe 
cultivated  for  grain  or  root  crops,  as  in  the  United  States  com  belt  and  the 
Ukraine,  hogs  become  important.    As  the  world  demsmd  for  meat  rises,  the 
superior  ability  of  hogs  to  convert  carbohydrates  into  meat  may  result  in 
greater  hog  n\ambers  in  all  parts  of  the  world  to  which  they  are  adapted. 

North  America 

The  recovery  in  North  American  hog  numbers  from  the  1956  low  is  expected  to 
continue  through  1958.    Numbers  in  the  United  States  axe  increasing  moderately 
and  more  sharply  in  Canada.    Mexico  and  the' Ceiribbesua  will  continue  their 
steeidy  increase,  while  Central  American  numbers  will  probably  remain  level. 

Relatively  low  hog  nimibers  emd  consequent  low  pork  production  in  Cemada,  com- 
bined with  large  grain  production,  pushed  irp  the  hog-barley  price  ratio  to  an 
imusually  high  level  during  1957*    Farmers,  who  had  consequently  increased 
hog  production  sharply,  received  lower  prices  for  their  hogs  in  1958 •  However, 
the  price  has  aot  dropped  enough  to  cause  a  major  change  in  production  plans. 

Cuba,  8U1  important  importer  of  U.  S.  pork  and  lard,  has  been  increasing  hog 
numbers  in  recent  years.    This  trend  should  continue. 

South  America 

Brazilian  numbers  are  believed  to  have  increased  during  1957  ancL  are  expected 
to  show  a  continued  rise  in  1958.    Although  Brazil  has  the  largest  nimiber  of 
hogs  in  South  America,  and  the  fourth  largest  in  the  world,  its  production  is 
not  important  in  international  trade.    Most  of  Brazil *s  hogs  are  raised  non- 
comnercially  on  small  subsistence  farms.    Brazil's  commercial  hog  production 
is  absorbed  by  the  increasing  demand  of  its  large  cities. 

Numbers  in  Argentina,  which  declined  during  195 6,  are  believed  to  have  re- 
covered somewhat  during  1951,  and  further  increases  during  1958  are  expected. 
Low  hog  marketings  during  1957  and  eeurly  1958  caused  a  shsurp  rise  in  hog 
prices. 

Western  Europe 

The  most  significant  development  in  the  world  hog  situation  during  1957  was 
the  continued  increase  in  Western  European  numbers.    Strong  demand,  plus 
government  policies  favoring  domestic  production,  and  recent  large  grain  and 
root  crops  have  encouraged  production.    European  slaughter  has  now  reached  the 
point  where  several  Government  programs  have  been  necessary  to  maintain  prices. 
Although  these  programs  have  been  generally  able  to  reduce  the  effect  of  over- 
supply  on  prices,  they  did  not  halt  the  gradual  erosion  in  hog  prices  during 
1957'    While  farmers  in  some  important  areas  have  reacted  to  the  price  decline 
by  reducing  production,  expectation  is  for  steady  or  increased  numbers  and 
pork  production  during  1958  in  Europe  as  a  whole.    As  the  pressure  of  increased 
domestic  production  is  felt  in  Europe,  greater  efforts  will  be  necess8u:y  to 
maintain  or  increase  U.  S.  exports  of  pork  products. 
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HOGS:    Estimated  world  total,  by  continent  or  area,  averages  1936-^, 
19^+6-50,  1951-55,  anniial  1957  and  1958 


Average  . 

Increase  (•♦')or 

Continent 

1957  ±J\ 

1958i/i 

decrease  (-) 

or  axea 

1936-40  . 

1946-50  ; 

1951-55  ! 

1951-551 

1957 

Thousand. 

Thousand: 

Thousand; 

Thousand. 

Thousand. 

.Percent; 

Percent 

North  America 

!  61, 400  . 

;  7^,500  \ 

71,5^  \ 

70,553  \ 

.  70,978  \ 

;       -i  ; 

+1 

South  America 

i  31,300  \ 

\  33,900  \ 

41,710  . 

50,622  . 

\  51,023  \ 

;      +22  1 

+1 

Europe 

\  76,500  \ 

\  59,300  . 

86,710  . 

:  97,631  \ 

: 101, 472  . 

•      -17  \ 

\  +4 

U.S.S.R. 

\  32,300  \ 

:  13,000  . 

;  28,660  . 

\  40,800 

:  44,300  ^ 

\     +55  \ 

1  +9 

Africa 

:    3,^0  . 

\    3,900  \ 

:    4,110  . 

\    i^,31l  ^ 

!  i^,356 

•       +6  ^ 

:  +1 

Asia 

;  86,400  . 

\  58,400  < 

;115,310  . 

•110,827  . 

5111,955 

:  -3 

:  +1 

Oceania 

:  2,100 

;  2,000 

;  1,?00 

;  2,176 

:  2,056 

\  +14 

\  -6 

Total 

;293,^ 

•245,000  . 

;  3^^9,930 

1376,920 

: 386,140 

:  +10 

:  +2 

1/  Prelimi nary- 


Danish  hog  numbers,  which  increased  by  11  percent  during  1957,  are  expected  to 
drop  slightly  in  response  to  low  prices.    Output  of  hog  products  will  remain 
high  through  the  year,  however,  as  hogs  now  on  hand  are  marketed.    Heavy  1957 
production  and  expected  laxge  1958  production  is  forcing  Denmark  to  seek  new 
export  outlets. 

In  West  Germemy,  the  large  1957  increase  has  forced  the  Government  to  restrict 
imports  and  purchase  hogs  for  canning  to  support  prices.    Although  numbers  are 
expected  to  decline  slightly  in  1958,  production  will  be  high,  and  continued 
resistance  to  imports  must  be  expected. 

French  hog  numbers,  which  rose  4  percait  during  1957,  are  expected  to  continue 
to  climb  in  1958.    Sharply  rising  prices  have  encouraged  production. 

In  the  United  Kingdom,  hog  nimibers  6u:e  at  a  record  high.    Subsidies  were  re- 
duced relative  to  other  classes  of  meat  animals  in  early  1958  to  disco\irage 
further  exp^sion.    High  U.  K.  production  has  tended  to  depress  pork  prices  in 
Denmark,  the  Netherlands,  and  other  areas  which  ship  to  the  British  market. 
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HOGS:    Niunber  in  specified  countries,  average  1951-55,  annual  1956-58;  human  population  and 
number  of  hogs  per  1,000  inhabitants,  average  1951-55 


Countries 

:                                  Hog  numbers 

Human            :  Number  hogs 
population       :  per  1,000 
average         •  people  aver- 
1951-55  3/     :  age  1951-55 

:  Month  of 
:  estimate 

•  V 

:  Average 
!  1951-55 

i  1956 

1957  2/ 

1958  2/ 

NORTH  A?!ERTCA: 

United  States  

•Dec,  1  1/ 
•Spring 
•Jan.  1 

: Thousands 

: Thousands 

•Thousands 

: Thousands 

Thousands       :  Number 

•  5,093 

•  6,670 

•  5U,3U6 

5,981 
:  7,900 
:  55,173 

U,56l 

•  8,220 

•  51,703 

5,160 
8,U00 
•  51,559 

J 

1U,822 
28,083 
162,775 

3Ui 

•  238 

•  33U 

Total  Canada,  Mexico, 

Oct.  1/ 

Dec.  31  1/ 

June  30 
Dec.  31  l/ 
June  1 
Jan. 

May 

•  66,290 

:  69,213 

6U,6U3 

65,278 

205,82li 

322 

El  Salvador  

309 
:  U21 

•  y563 

•  5/  262 

•  301 
:  362 

625 

r  330 

— 

— 
330 

.  — 

2,055 
3,069 
1,563 
1,166 

150 
\  137 

360 
225 

:  1,B7B 

:  1,92« 

1,935 

1,700 

9,677 

1$U 

•  1,U21 
1,113 

r  1,395 

i,iau 

•  1,725 

1,750 

5,830 
2,359 

2Ui 
U72 

•     3; 572 

3,6ii5 

3,975 

ii,00o 

15,00U 

225 

7i,5Uo 

:  71i;7B6 

7o;553 

70,9?B 

310 

SOUTH  AMERICA : 

Argentina  

Brazil  

Chile  

Colombia  

Ecuador  

Peru.   

Uruguay  

Total  South  America  

V  3,81^6 

30,011 
707 

2,258 

V  676 
1/1*292 

V  262 

U,011 

30,000 

6U0 
1,1455 

1,250 

255 

3,ii97 

ao,ooo 

— 

18,389 
55,803 
6,ii55 
12,117 
3,1^89 
9,0U0 
2,53U 

209 
5149 
109 

187 
19U 
1U3 
103 

la,  708 

U9,767 

50,622 

51,023 

118^600 

352 

EUROPE: 
Austria. . . 
Belgium. . . 
Denmark . . . 
Finland. . . 
France. . . • 
Germany,  West 

Greece  

Ireland  

Italy  

Luxembourg . . 
Netherlands. 

Norway  

Portugal .... 

Spain  

Sveden  

Switzerland . 
United  Kingdom 
Total  West  Europe 

Bulgaria  

Czechoslovakia 
Germany,  East 

Hvingary  

Poland  

Rumania  

Yugoslavia . . . 

Total  East  Europe 
Total  Europe . . . 


U.S.S.R,  (Europe  and  Asia) 


Dec. 

Jan. 

Dec. 

Jiinc 

Oct. 

Dec. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Dec. 

June 

Dec. 
tJune 
:Dec. 
:Apr, 
tApr. 
:Apr. 
:Dec. 
: 


3i/ 

31  1/ 
31  1/ 

M 

311/ 


y 


:Dec. 
:Jan. 
:Dec. 
:Mar. 
:June  30 
tJan. 
Jan.  15 


Jan.  1 


1/ 

1 

11/ 
1 


2,623 
1,328 
U,003 
U6l 
7,225 
13,086 
603 
708 
3,979 
6/  118 
2,206 

lai  : 

hj  2,000  : 
ii,950  : 
l,li83 
981 
5,301 


51,U90 


1,193 
it,  380 
7,59U 
li,857 
9,501 
3,36U 
U,307 


2,933 

I,l4l4l 

1,331 
U35 

7,729 
lii,593 
621 
672 

3,670 
III4 

2,l4ii8 
507 


1,573 
1,159 
5,97U 


2,727 
1,370 
ii,777 

7,728 
lli,U08 
638 
7Ul 

3,863 

2,555 
U56 

1,875  \ 
1,160  : 
6,065  : 


2,916  I 
1,332  : 
5,29ii  : 

8,063 

i5,ia8 

650 
879 


2,757 


1,200 
6,597 


56,U31 


35,221 


l,la3 
5,285 
9,030  : 
6,056  : 
11,561  : 
U,950  : 
U,655 


86  711 


U2,971 


1,U69 
5,369 
8,320 
U,996 
12,300 
5,000 
3,725 


59,031 


6,958 
8,92li 
ii,370 
U,lli2 
U2,659 
52,172 
7,811 
2,9U0 
U7,5ii2 
30U 
10,501 
3,360 
8,621 
28,529 
7,168 
U,869 
50,622 


291,960 


99,171 


3li,000 


Ul,200 


 ! 

U,ltOO  : 


97; 631 


ii2,i4ia 


Ui,300 


7,398 
12,816 

18,172 
9,559 
26,266 
16,862 
17,083 
169;ii63 


li01,U23 


207,000 


HOGS;    Number  in  specified  countries,  average  1951-55,  annual  1956-58;  himan  population  and 
number  of  hogs  per  1,000  inhabitants,  average  1951-55  (Continued) 


:                                   Hog  n\imbers 

:  H\iman 

:  Niimber  hogs 

Countries 

:  Month  of 

!  GS'^XmSL't'O 

1/ 

:  Average 
:  1951-55 

\  1956 

! 

!  1957  2/ 

\    1958  2/ 
: 

•  population 

•  average 

-i-75-i-— J/ 

:  per  1,000 
•  people  aver— 
age  iyp±-» 

:  Thousands :  Thousands 

: Thousands : Thousands 

:  Thousands 

Number 

AFRICA: 

rNov.  20  1/ 
sDec.  31  1/ 

97 

1  0 
-L7 

•  -LP 

1 6 

I 

9,297 
3,629 

r  10 
:  5 

76,631 

I 

Belgian  Congo  &  Ruanda  Urundi.... 

:Dec.  1/ 

Dec.  31  1/ 
Dec.  31  1/ 

250 
•    U  382 

300 
21^9 
227 

:  270 

I1.O2 

216 

i  275 
383 

\  227 

280 
i|00 

16,213 

T7  Ji'^cC 
■1- 1 ,  4  J? 

:          6, 708 

:  uo 

2U 

•              1 7 

J-  ( 

CI. 

{  3U 

2,510 

9  7]i7 

9  7QR 
^,  17O 

96,222 

26 

•Aug.  31 

V  1.220 

13,183 

93 

1,280 

1,333 

:  1,3U0 

:  1,3U7 

87 

a,m 

:  ii,2«« 

•  U,311 

:  ii,356 

187„6l2 

:  22 

ASIA: 

151 

1U9 

:  156 

163 

70,100 

:  2 

93,875 
528 

8U,l400 

582,603 
10,880 

161 
U9 

9ii,503 

H5,053 

85,053  • 

85,053  ! 

602^10 

157 

692 
2,k37 
y  U,065  ' 
1,196 
781  ' 
)i)i6  • 
172  J 

336 
1,863 
U/  375  : 

2, 799 

1,U69 
1,170 

6,208 

: 

19,050         :  27 
3,050         :  227 
fi.?6i        .  ?Qii 

l,5U6 
— 

1,700  J 
— 

372, OOU 
79,7iiO 
86,720 
21,371 
1,260 
5,706 
79,911 
15,000 

11 
15 
9 
21 
137 
59 
61 
58 

~lo,653 

21i,U02 

25,618  . 

26,739  : 

767,300 

27 

115,307  s 

109, 60U 

110^27 

111,955 

1,U39,700 

80 

OCEANIA : 

Mar.  31  s 
Jan.  31  : 

1,129  : 

618 

1,166 
690 

1,325 
695 

1,200 

8,312 

2,0lUi 

128 
302 

1,B95  : 

2j012 

2,176 

2,056  J 

13,000 

IW 

3U9,932  • 

373,681 

376,920 

386^1ItO  • 

-  -1 
2,597,8140 

________ 

135 

1/  Census  or  estimate  for  year  shown  except  that  end  of  year  (October-December)  is  included  under  following  year  for 
comparison  ana  totals.    2/  Preliminary.    3/  FAG  estimates;  for  some  countries  data  are  for  1953.    y  Average  2  to  ii  years. 
5/  Excludes  West  Berlin.    6/  One  year  only,    "jj  Number  taxed  only.    8/  Official  figures;  may  be  overestimate  of  actual 
numbers.    Communist  estimate  includes  22  provinces,  Manchuria,  Sinkiang  &  Tibet,    Excludes  Outer  Mongolia. 

Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  governments,  other  foreign  so\irce  material,  reports 
of  U.S.  Agricultural  Attaches  and  Foreign  Service  officers,  results  of  office  research  and  related  information. 
Estimated  totals,  include  allowance  for  any  missing  data  for  countries  shown  and  for  other  producing  countries  not  shown. 
Foreign  Agricultural  Service  1958. 
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Eastern  Europe 


Hog  numbers,  which  had  increased  sharply  from  the  postwar  low,  have  remained 
substantially  level  in  recent  years.    The  structure  of  agriculture  throughout 
the  COTimunist  countries  of  Eastern  Europe  encourages  production  of  hogs  "by 
fEirmers  as  a  sideline  on  their  private  garden  plots.    However,  due  to  lack  of 
feed  grains  and  root  crops,  further  expansion  seems  unlikely  in  the  near  future 
without  a  change  in  official  policies. 

U.S.S.R. 

The  Soviet  Union,  which  suffered  severe  losses  in  hog  numbers  during  euid 
immediately  after  World  War  II,  has  shown  a  remarkahle  recovery  in  recent 
years.    The  rapid  increase  is  partly  because  of  the  slow  recovery  during  the 
decade  following  World  War  II,  accentuated  the  recent  rise.    During  the  period 
1951-55  Soviet  hog  niambers  had  not  regained  their  prewar  level.    In  the  past 
few  years,  the  Soviet  Union  has  made  an  intensive  effort  to  increase  hog 
nimhers  in  its  campaign  to  surpass  the  United  States  in  meat  production.  Poor 
feed  grain  crops  in  1957  reduced  the  rate  of  increase  during  that  year,  and 
future  gains  depend  upon  the  ability  of  Soviet  agriculture  to  accanplish  its 
announced  goals  in  increased  feed  production. 

Africa 

Hog  numhers  in  Africa  continued  to  increase  slowly.    In  the  Union  of  South 
Africa,  the  only  country  in  Africa  with  a  large  commercial  hog  industry, 
numbers  rose  substantially  during  1957*    Heavy  marketings  reduced  prices,  and 
numbers  are  expected  to  remain  level  or  to  decline  d\iring  1958. 

Asia 

Except  in  Islam,  hogs  are  the  most  important  large  meat  animal  in  Asia.  Pork 
is  ahout  the  only  red  meat  ccmponent  in  the  very  low-protein  average  diet. 
Hog  breeding  has  been  important  in  Asia  for  many  centuries,  and  many  improved 
western  breeds  show  traces  of  Asian  "breeding. 

Camminist  China,  with  ahout  90  million  head,  has  the  most  hogs  of  any  country 
in  the  world.    Because  of  poor  weather  and  the  dislocations  of  forced  agri- 
cultiiral  collectivization,  hog  numhers  declined  sharply  during  1955  and  1956 
from  the  high  levels  of  1951-55*    Since  then  the  government  policy  towards 
private  ownership  of  livestock  seems  to  have  been  relaxed,  and  hog  niamhers  are 
reported  to  have  recovered  substantially  during  1957*    Future  hog  numbers 
depend  upon  Chinese  ability  to  increase  feed  production.    As  hogs  compete  with 
people  in  the  consumption  of  many  foods,  the  sharp  rise  in  Chinese  population 
in  recent  years  has  restricted  the  amount  of  feed  available  for  hogs.  If 
human  numbers  continue  to  rise  at  the  rapid  rate  of  the  last  few  years,  a 
tremendous  effort  must  be  made  to  increase  both  acreage  and  yield  of  food  and 
feed  grain  crops  to  maintain  adequate  food  supplies. 
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Japanese  hog  numbers  have  risen  sharply  since  the  low  postwatr  period.  The 
Government  is  making  a  serious  effort  to  encourage  increased  production  and 
demand  has  risen.    Numbers  are  expected  to  show  another  increase  in  1958* 

Oceania 

Numbers  in  Australia  declined  somewhat  during  1957  out  are  expected  to  remain 
above  1956  during  1958»    New  Zealand  hog  numbers  continued  to  rise. 

Although  hogs  are  important  in  the  subsistence  agriculture  of  most  Pacific 
Islands they  are  not  raised  commercially. 

Human:    Hog  Ratio 

A  special  study  has  been  made  of  the  number  of  hogs  per  1,000  people  in  the 
world.     In  the  1951-55  period  there  were  135  hogs  per  1,000  inhabitants,  that 
is,  350  million  hogs  divided  among  2,59^  million  people.    The  number  of  hogs 
per  1,000  people  ranged  from  only  2  in  Southwest  Asia  and  k  in  North  Africa 
to  a  high  of  9l6  in  Denmark,  the  world's  chief  pork  exporter.    Comunist  China, 
with  a  population  of  some  5^3  million  and  the  largest  number  of  hogs  for  any 
country  (9^  million — 1951-55  average)  had  161  hogs  per  1,000  people.  The 
U.S.S.R.  had  I38  hogs  per  1,000  people.    The  United  States  had  33^  hogs  per 
1,000  persons. 

The  largest  exporters  of  pork  might  be  expected  to  have  the  largest  numbers  of 
hogs  per  1,000  inhabitants.    However,  this  is  not  always  true.     Other  leading 
countries  in  the  number  of  hogs  per  1,000  people  were  Dominicsui  Republic  (^72), 
Brazil  (5^9) ^  East  Germany  (^19)  and  Hungary  (508).    The  first  2  are  not  large 
exporters  of  pork  because  of  the  low  production  of  pork  per  hog.  However, 
East  Germany  and  Hungetry  have  been  exporters  of  hogs  and  pork  in  former  years. 
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